
 

 

  

 
Destination Bristol 
53 Queen Square I Bristol I BS1 4LH I www.VisitBristol.co.uk 
Media Contact: press@destinationbristol.co.uk I Tel: 0117 946 2212 
 

PRESS SHEET – MAJOR EVENTS IN 2016 
 
Slapstick Festival - 21 Jan 2016 - 24 Jan 2016 
The event that always makes Bristol laugh-out-loud in bleak January is the Silent Comedy Film Gala. 
Held annually at Colston Hall, the event celebrates the start of the city’s internationally-popular 
Slapstick festival of vintage comedy film and TV. Topping the triple film bill at the 2016 event, will be 
a landmark in world cinema: Charlie Chaplin’s first full-length feature THE KID, accompanied by a 15-
piece orchestra playing Chaplin’s own score. Other slapstick favourites will include COPS (1922), 
starring Buster Keaton, the master of the stone-face and featuring live music from the European 
Silent Screen Virtuosi and Mighty Like a Moose (1926) – Charley Chase’s gala debut. 
http://visitbristol.co.uk/whats-on/slapstick-festival-p1930573 
 
Bristol International Jazz and Blues Festival – March 2016 
Bristol plays host to some of the world’s most thrilling and ground-breaking jazz, blues and swing 
musicians for one explosive weekend in March. The Bristol International Jazz and Blues Festival takes 
place at Colston Hall - Bristol's largest concert hall and host to many a legendary name, including 
founding father of jazz, Louis Armstrong himself. Last year, in 2015, there was an incredible line-up 
of over 40 concerts, workshops and jam sessions including: The Big Band Swing Dance led by the 17-
piece Bruce/Ilett Big Band and Cartoon Jazz, featuring cherished Disney songs played as you’ve never 
heard them before with the Big Buzzard Boogie Band and a HUGE chorus. The 2016 line-up is due to 
be announced in November 2015.  
http://visitbristol.co.uk/whats-on/bristol-international-jazz-and-blues-festival-p1931043 
 
Food Festivals, Eat Drink Bristol Fashion and Food Connections – May 2016 tbc 
Bristolians are also deeply passionate about food and drink and in recent years, food festivals have 
been popping up, leaving their mark and returning annually to celebrate Bristol’s independent spirit 
and vibrant food culture. Two most notable festivals are Bristol Food Connections - which takes 
place across the entire city in May and is run in collaboration with the BBC as well as other Bristol 
Institutions. Producer markets, a huge food trail, debates, good food walks and cookery classes and 
demos can be expected at the festival. Eat Drink Bristol Fashion, is another spectacular event 
showcasing high quality, sustainably sourced food in a Tipi Village in Queen Square.  The 3-week long 
pop-up event features a tapas bar, live entertainment each night and a luxury fine dining experience 
with household-name chefs turning up to cook for 100 guests each night. 
http://visitbristol.co.uk/food-and-drink/food-experiences/food-events 
 
Bristol Walk Fest – May 2016 
As European Green Capital for 2015, Bristol is a natural showcase for walking. With green spaces 
throughout the city, beautiful countryside nearby, vibrant urban culture, history, architecture and 
art, the month-long Bristol Walking Festival gets people out exploring a diverse, passionate and 
beautiful city. With over 150 walks from 60 organisations, there’s a huge range of walks on offer, all 
with easy-to-follow grading and descriptions –from beginner to experienced rambler and most 
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offered free of charge. Some highlights from 2015 included a walking tour in and around the 
Underfall Yard - a Brunel-designed historic boatyard that is now operational again; a chance to learn 
the ancient Chinese exercise Qi Gong in Ashton Court and a guided tour of Leigh Woods. Aside from 
walking there are plenty of other activities to enjoy along the way. 
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/bristol-walking-festival 
 
Mayfest – May 2016 
Mayfest is Bristol’s unique annual festival of contemporary and alternative theatre, dedicated to 
showcasing a diverse range of unusual, playful and ambitious work from leading theatre makers in 
Bristol, the UK and beyond. Produced by MAYK in collaboration with Bristol Old Vic and other key 
arts venues across Bristol, performances are held in theatre spaces and non-theatrical spaces all 
over the city. The Guardian once described it as "the place to go to see work that pushes hard at 
what theatre can be”. 
 
Loves Saves the Day – May 2016 
From the organisers behind the Wow! Stage in Glastonbury Dance Village, Love Saves the Day is a 
two day event that takes place in late May in its new location, Eastville Park in Bristol. Having rapidly 
established itself as one of the city’s major festivals with several stages and heavy-weight artists. 
Music-wise, festival-goers can expect over 300 acts including DJs, Dance, Hip-Hop, dub and reggae 
music from original UK pioneers as well as up and coming stars. Past performers have included 
Azealia Banks, Grandmaster Flash, Roni Size and Grooverider. In addition to having an amazing line 
up, the festival has added lots of non-music elements to its repertoire – immersive theatre, a ‘Dance 
Off’ boxing ring, market bazaar, inflatable church and Bump Roller Disco to name but a few. To 
round off celebrations after the festival ends at 11pm, venues across Bristol host ‘Love Saves the 
Night’ after parties. 
http://lovesavestheday.org/ 
 
Let’s Rock Bristol – 3rd-5th June 2016 
Let’s Rock Bristol is an 80s music festival set in the beautiful grounds of Ashton Court Estate. 
Featuring a star-studded line-up of pop-stars, all of whom topped the charts in the 80s, the festival 
promises ultimate nostalgia for 80s music fans. Past acts have included The Boomtown Rats, Rick 
Astley and Sister Sledge. A family friendly festival, adults can take full advantage of immersing their 
youngsters in the music of this bygone era and there are plenty of activities to keep little ones 
entertained. Circus workshops, face painting, crafts, a funfair and the Disco Shack should keep kids 
happy in between crooning and jiving along with the makers of pop’s golden era. 
http://www.letsrockbristol.com/ 
 
Bristol Festival of Nature - 16th-17th June 2016 
Run by the Bristol Natural History Consortium, the Bristol Festival of Nature is a 2-day free event. 
The festival features hundreds of events, including lectures, tours and film screenings on the subject 
of science, natural history, and the environment. So if you’ve ever pondered why the sky is blue or 
why moss only grows on certain trees you are most likely to find your answers here! One of the UK’s 
greatest celebrations of the natural world. 
http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature/  
 
Bristol Summer Series – June 2016 
Bristol has an incredibly varied live music scene and hosts some amazing music festivals.  The city’s 
stunning Harbourside amphitheatre is now the designated venue for a series of outdoor summer 
concerts. Launched just a couple of years ago, the summer series has already attracted some of the 
biggest stars in the business and artists George Ezra, Kaiser Chiefs, Seasick Steve, Paulo Nutini and 
Jessie J have all been on the bill. With a stage flanked by two tall ships, their masts lit for the 
occasion, artists perform to crowds of over 5000 people during the four-day festival. When the sun 
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is shining there’s no better place to be than on Bristol’s beautiful water’s edge, hands in the air, 
rocking out to live, al fresco music! 
http://bristolsummerseries.com/ 
 
Bristol Shakespeare Festival – July 2016 
Bristol Shakespeare Festival is annual festival taking place in July, hosting performances outdoors 
and at most unusual spaces across Bristol. The Festival is set to take extra prominence in 2016 as it is 
the 400th anniversary of the death of the great bard. 
http://www.bristolshakespearefestival.org.uk/  
 
Bristol Harbour Festival – July 2016 
Bristol Harbour Festival is one of the UK's largest public festivals and a chance for the city to 
showcase its rich musical roots. Every year the the city’s Harbourside is transformed into a thriving 
hubbub of entertainment to celebrate Bristol’s maritime heritage and the importance of the city’s 
docks and harbour. Attracting hundreds of thousands of visitors, the two mile stretch of harbour - 
from Brunel’s ss Great Britain to M Shed, and from Queen Square to leafy Castle Park -  is jam-
packed with live performance, artists, musicians, circus acts, children’s events, dancers, markets and 
street stalls. On the water, hundreds of sailing vessels provide a vibrant backdrop to the activities. At 
the 2015 event, the Harbourside Festival’s pièce de resistance was a spectacular multimedia show 
projected onto the Lloyd’s building, followed by fireworks launched from the roof. 
http://bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/ 
 
Upfest – July 2016 
Upfest, Europe’s biggest, free, street art and graffiti art festival, is now a firmly established annual 
event in the Bristol calendar attracting over 250 cutting-edge graffiti artists from all over the world. 
The artists descend on Bristol to paint stunning visual spectacles at venues throughout Southville 
and Bedminster with 30,000 square foot of artwork over the weekend. Artists paint to a soundtrack 
of live music at locations including the Tobacco Factory, Hen and Chicken and Climbing Centre. 
Upfest is a family-friendly festival and hundreds of families attend each year – kids can take part in 
graffiti workshops, draw on a ‘giant doodle wall’ and lots more art-related activities. The festival 
raises money for The National Association for Children of Alcoholics (NACOA). 
http://www.upfest.co.uk/ 

Pride – July 2016 
Bristol Pride is a week-long series of events that gives the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community of Bristol the chance to unite their friends and family and to stand up and be 
proud of who they are. The festival aims to spread the message of love, acceptance and equality for 
all. The week culminates in a massive outdoor music and arts festival which takes place in Castle 
Park. Kicking off with the Pride Parade through the city the festival features entertainment, a family 
area, funfair, market stalls, food stalls, bars and a Community Area hosting over 60 organisations 
ranging from health services, charities and sports groups.  
 
Grillstock – 2nd and 3rd July 2016 
Meat, music and more meat, Grillstock is a two-day festival for BBQ-loving carnivores with a dash of 
hillbilly spirit. Over the weekend, thousands descend on Bristol Harbourside to get their chops 
around some delicious meat whilst being serenaded by over twenty-five acts belting out Deep 
South, acoustic blues. The heart and soul of the festival is ‘King of the Grill’, a huge two-day US style 
low ‘n’ slow BBQ competition with 22 teams battling it out over the smoky coals to be crowned 
‘Grand Champion’.  Be in the right place at the right time to sample a taste of smoky deliciousness. If 
eating’s the name of your game, you can apply to take part in one of their eating competitions - 
2015 saw brave contestants battle it out in hot dog, hot wing and chilli eating competitions! 
http://grillstock.co.uk/bristol-festival 
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Bristol International Balloon Fiesta – August 2016 
Every year, Bristol plays host to Europe’s largest hot air balloon event, Bristol International Balloon 
fiesta. Launching from Ashton Court Estate’s beautiful grounds at dawn and dusk and illuminating 
the skies in an extravagant evening ‘nightglow’ on selected days, the free four-day event is a 
fantastic spectacle. Over 150 hot air balloons of all shapes and sizes take to the skies with beautiful 
Bristol providing an incredibly photogenic backdrop. Now one of the UK’s Top 5 Outdoor Events, it 
attracts hundreds of thousands of people each year and is particularly popular with families. Family 
entertainment on site includes fairground rides, food stalls and bars, face painting, acoustic music 
areas and air displays. Helicopter and balloon rides are bookable in advance and both promise an 
incredible experience. 
http://www.bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/ 
 
Encounters Film Festival – September 2016 
Encounters Short Film and Animation Festival is the longest-running competitive short film and 
animation festival in the UK. Each year, the six-day event solicits over 1600 submissions and screens 
up to 400 films from over 60 different countries. Based at Watershed in Bristol’s historic floating 
harbour, the festival is Europe’s leading short film festival, offering a gateway to the likes of the 
BAFTAS, Oscars and European Film awards. Through a series of inspiring and unique events, the 
festival seeks to promote the short form as a way of developing new artistic filmmaking talent. From 
masterclasses with major organisations to intimate talks with special guests such as actor Andy 
Serkis, local animator Nick Park, and cinematographer Chris Ross. As well as providing a platform for 
international filmmakers, it is a unique meeting place for the industry. 
http://visitbristol.co.uk/whats-on/encounters-short-film-and-animation-festival-p1484403 
 
Bristol Beer Week – September 2015 
Tap takeovers, brew days, brewery tours and just the odd glass or two of beer, Bristol Beer week is a 
week-long celebration of all things beery from Bristol and the West Country. Started in 2013, the 
organisers thought it would be fun to have an event which promoted a brilliant city and its budding 
beer industry and has become a week not to miss. 
http://www.bristolbeerweek.co.uk/  
 
Bristol Cocktail Week – October 2015 
Cocktail events-a-plenty in this week-long series of events from cocktail pairing dinners and craft gin 
masterclasses to movie screenings and cocktail safaris. 
http://www.bristolcocktailweek.bar/  
 
We’re still waiting on further exciting details from the Cary Grant Festival for 2016 and Big Green 
Week. All details correct at time of publication. Please check full details via event websites or 
www.visitbristol.co.uk 
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